
 

Psychology's contributions to understanding and addressing global climate
change

   
   
   
Abstract:

Global climate change poses one of the greatest challenges facing humanity in this century. This article,
which introduces the American Psychologist special issue on global climate change, follows from the report
of the American Psychological Association Task Force on the Interface Between Psychology and Global
Climate Change. In this article, we place psychological dimensions of climate change within the broader
context of human dimensions of climate change by addressing (a) human causes of, consequences of, and
responses (adaptation and mitigation) to climate change and (b) the links between these aspects of climate
change and cognitive, affective, motivational, interpersonal, and organizational responses and processes.
Characteristics of psychology that cross content domains and that make the field well suited for providing an
understanding of climate change and addressing its challenges are highlighted. We also consider ethical
imperatives for psychologists' involvement and provide suggestions for ways to increase psychologists'
contribution to the science of climate change.
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Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography
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resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Mental Health/Stress

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation, Mitigation

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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